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hat kind of domestic and
international footfalls did
Rajasthan witness in the year 20227

Rajasthan has always been a popular
destination for tourists, thanks to its rich
culture, history, and architecture. The
tourism sector across the world was greatly
affected during the COVID period, while
Rajasthan has bounced back successfully,
resulting in a large number of fooffalls in
the State. There has been an increase in
the number of domestic tourists arriving by
102 per centin the year 2022 as compared
10 2019, and the number of foreign tourists
is also increasing gradually.

Rajasthan continues to be one of the most
popular destinations in India as it has a
variety of regal accommodations, state of
art hospitality, ease of travel, and a range
of royal experiences, making the state
one of the most welcoming regions in the
country.

hat will be the highlights of the
12th edition of GITB? What are
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A Gayatri Rathore

We are extremely happy to host the
12th edition of GITB and events like
this prove to be beneficial for everyone
associated with the tourism industry.
Held after a gap of three years, 283
tour operators from 56 countries and
State Tourism Board representatives
from eight states will be participating
in the event. GITB is India’s leading
business networking platform for
inbound tourism. It has become a force
to reckon with in the tourism sector.
The first edition of the GITB was held
in 2008 and since then has grown from
strength to strength and is now the
undisputed number one inbound travel
mart of India.

This international mart has been
organised by the Department of Tourism,
Government of Rajasthan, the Ministry
of Tourism, Government of India, and
the Federation of Indian Chambers
of Commerce and Industry (FICCI). It
is supported by leading national and
regional associations like the Hotel and

Rectaiirant Acancriatinn nf Raiacthan

Association of Tour Operators (RATO)

GITB is one of the premier travel and
tourism events that brings together
travel agents, tour operators, and
hospitality industry players from all
over the world. The event provides an
opportunity to showcase Rajasthan’s
tourism potential and help establish it
as a preferred destination for travellers
globally.

In addition to generating tourism
revenue, GITB 2023 is also helpful
in creating numerous employment
opportunities and supporting local
businesses. The hospitality industry
will be a significant beneficiary of this
event, with increased demand for hotel
rooms, food and beverage, and other
related services. Furthermore, the
increased exposure of Jaipur to the
global tourism market will help establish
the city as a premier tourist destination
and encourage further investment in the
tourism infrastructure. We are optimist
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Rajasthanisoneofthemostsought-
after wedding destinations in the
country. What kind of weightage are
you giving to further capitalise on the
wedding segment?

Rajasthan has established itself as a
premier wedding destination, with its rich
cultural heritage, magnificent palaces
and forts, vivid hues, and gracious
hospitality. The state features a diverse
array of heritage buildings, each offering
a distinctive and captivating theme
for weddings, such as the traditional
Rajasthani theme, royal theme, or
desert theme. It is noteworthy that
Rajasthan boasts a remarkable 75 per
cent of India’s total heritage properties,
and with attentive and well-trained staff,
guests are assured a comfortable and
delightful stay, complemented by the
opportunity to savour the exquisite
Rajasthani cuisine.

Recognising the immense potential of
this segment, the Rajasthan Tourism
Department has launched a Heritage
Certificate Program to recognise
qualifying heritage buildings’ cultural
significance and promote them as
preferred wedding locations. The
program offers heritage certificates
to  buildings constructed before
January 1st, 1950, and offers various
concessions, including reduced bar
license rates, free land conversion,
and other benefits, to encourage more
heritage hotel development. To date,
156 buildings have received heritage
certificates. These heritage properties
are highly sought-after by both domestic
and foreign tourists, as well as by those
seeking destination wedding and film
shooting locations.

The Rajasthan Tourism Department’s
Heritage Certificate guidelines are
a significant milestone that not only
preserves the state’s heritage but
also enables the development of
wedding properties and inventories in
remote and rural areas, broadening
the options available for weddings of
varying budgets. As a result of this
initiative, Rajasthan has emerged as a
highly versatile and appealing wedding
destination for couples seeking a
distinctive and unforgettable wedding
experience.

he MICE segment is one of the

fastest-growing segments in the
travel trade. How significant is this
market for Rajasthan Tourism?

Trends indicate that travel agents,
tour operators, hotel companies,
and cruise companies are all eyeing
the Rajasthan MICE market as one
with great potential for future growth.
The sheer size of this market and its
tremendous capacity make & both

accommodation, - great sightseeing,
and entertainment along with its famed
traditional hospitality. Moreover, a good
tourism infrastructure provides a host of
facilities like connectivity, transportation,
convention receptions, banquets, and
gourmet of any kind. Rajasthan offers a
wide choice of convention centres. You
can choose from well-connected cities
like Jaipur, Jodhpur, and Udaipur to
small venues which could be historical or
even wildlife sanctuaries, depending on
your liking. Interesting venues with the
right facilities and proper management.
All technical requirements are looked
into, along with professional services.
Main centres like Jaipur, Jodhpur, and
Udaipur are linked by air, while the other
venues are easily accessible by rail and
road. Looking into the potential of MICE,
the state government in its Budget
2023-24 announced that MICE centers
for international-level conventions and
exhibitions will be set up in Jaipur,
Udaipur, and Ajmer, which have gained
fame as wedding destinations across
the country.

Rajasthan is also famous for its
colourful festivals and fairs. Any
particular updates on this tourism
segment?

Rajasthan’s festivals happen throughout
the year. Festivals such as the Desert
Festival, Teej Festival, Pushkar
Festival, winter and summer festivals,
etc. showcase the state’s art, culture,
and culinary traditions and attract a
significant number of tourists. We have
linked these fairs and festivals to Rural
tourism and Experiential tourism so that
the tourists visiting Rajasthan can have
an immersive experience of the rich and
myriad cultured ethos of Rajasthan.

Rajasthan has many tourism
policies like the Rural Tourism
Scheme and the new Film Tourism
Policy in place. How is Rajasthan
Tourism Department working to
boost tourism in the state with the
help of these policies?

The Departmentis working on a manifold
approach. On one side, the department
is focusing on promotion and marketing,
whereas on the other hand to cater to the
long-standing demand of the Tourism
Trade, Industry status has been granted
to Tourism and Hospitality sector by the
government. Under this status, both
sectors have been given the following
benefits:

Industry Status to Tourism

and Hospitality Sector

« Electricity Tariff on industrial rates
- reduction in bills up to 30 per cent
Urban Development Tax on industrial
rates - reduction in charges up to 80

* Rate of land for stamp duty calculation
for Tourism Units at par or below the
industrial rates.

* Building Plan Approval charges on
industrial rates - reduction in charges
up to 40 per cent.

Rajasthan Investment
Promotion Scheme (RIPS) 2022
* MSME and Service Thrust Sector
Benefits to Tourism Industry.
Investment Subsidy: 75 per cent of
SGST paid and deposited for 7 years
100 per cent exemption for 7 Years
— Electricity Duty, Land Tax, Stamp
Duty, Conversion charges.
Reimbursement of 50 per cent of
employer’s contribution towards EPF
and ESI for 7 years.
Interest Subsidy up to 6 per cent.
Other incentives for water
conservation, waste management,
quality certification, etc.

Rajasthan Tourism Unit
Policy 2015

* No land conversion and development
charges

« Heritage certification to hotels entitling
subsidised bar license fee

» Duration of licenses to operate the
tourism unit extended to 10 years

Rajasthan Rural Tourism Units

« Land use change and building plan
approval not required.

» 100 per cent exemption in stamp duty
(75 per cent upfront + 25 per cent
reimbursement).

» Reimbursement for 100 per cent
SGST paid for 10 years.

» 9 per cent Interest subsidy on loans up
to Rs. 25 Lakhs.

Rajasthan Film Tourism
Promotion Policy 2022

* Subsidy (up to Rs. 2.00 Cr.) for film
shooting in the State.

« Special incentive for
Language films.

« Exemption from all fees and charges
at Govt. monuments, locations and
properties.

» Single Window Clearance for shooting
permission.

Rajasthani

Mukhyamantri Laghu Udhyog
Protsahan Yojana (MLUPY)
* Interest subsidy

- 8 per cent for Loan up fo Rs. 25
Lakhs
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REUNITING INDIA,S TBURISM RAJASTHAN TOURISM IS OPTIMISTIC

ABOUT THE ECONOMIC GROWTH
POTENTIAL LED BY THE GREAT INDIA
TRAVEL BAZAAR (GITB) 2023

INDUSTRY WITH THE GREA
INDIA TRAVEL BAZAAR

Bringing the world together! Great
India Travel Bazaar organised by the
Department of Tourism, Government
of Rajasthan, Ministry of Tourism,
Government of India and Federation

of Indian Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI) is a global platform for
international and Indian tour operators
to discuss business opportunities and
collaborate. Leveraging a platform to

connect and build relationships,

Daleep Singh Rathore, Deputy Director,
Department of Tourism, Government

of Rajasthan throws light on the

opportunity to showcase Rajasthan's
tourism potential and help establish it
as a premium destination for travellers

globally

By Aanchal Sachdeva
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‘What prospects make Rajasthan become
a tourism magnet with the numbers of
visitors marginally rising after Covid-19?
Rajasthan has always been a popular
destination for tourists, thanks to its
rich culture, history, and architecture.
Even though the Covid-19 pandemic
has impacted the tourism industry
globally, Rajasthan still has the potential
to become a tourism magnet with the
following prospects:

Unique Culture and Heritage:
Rajasthan's culture and heritage
are unique and unparalleled, with
magnificent forts, palaces, and temples.
The state's rich history, folklore, and art
forms such as puppetry, folk dances, and
music have always attracted tourists.

Adventure Tourism: Rajasthan is known
for its desert landscapes, which offer
an array of adventure activities such as

camel safaris, hot air balloon rides, and
dune bashing. The state also has wildlife
sanctuaries and national parks where
tourists can spot tigers, leopards, and
other endangered species.

Religious Tourism: Rajasthan has severa
religious sites that attract devotees
from all over the world. The holy city of
Pushkar, famous for its Brahma Temple
and the annual Pushkar Camel Fair, is
a significant pilgrimage site for Hindus.
Ajmer Sharif Dargah, a Sufi shrine,
attracts both Muslims and non-Muslims.

Wellness Tourism: Rajasthan is also
an excellent destination for wellness
tourism. The state has several Ayurveda
and yoga centres that offer rejuvenating
treatments and therapies.

Rural Tourism: Rural tourism is an
emerging trend in Rajasthan, where
tourists can experience the rural way of




e, including farming i local
ne. Homestays ar tays in villages
tourists to interact with locals and learn

t their customs and traditions.

tivals and Fairs: Rajasthan is famous for its
olourful festivals and fairs such as the Jaipur
ature Festival, the Desert Festival, and
Teej Festival. These events showcase the
gate’s art, culture, and culinary traditions and
fract a significant number of tourists.

A hat different and exquisite experiences will
e witnessed by domestic and international
paurists? How closely are you working with
e tour operators to increase the footfall of
paurists?

Jomestic and international tourists can
mpect a plethora of unique and exquisite
mperiences when they visit our state.

[z asthan is home to some of the most
anificent forts, palaces, and temples in
paia, and our cultural and heritage tours offer
purists a glimpse into the state's rich history
ipd art forms.

2dventure tourism is another exciting

We are committed to
wking lowards making
asthan one of the top

rist destinations globally

[ providing tourists with

forgetlable experiences

[ &ill keep them coming
hack [or more

mperience that tourists can enjoy in
[z:asthan, with hot air balloon rides, dune
ng, and camel safaris in the desert
scapes. Wildlife enthusiasts can explore
e state's national parks and sanctuaries,
¥hich are home to tigers, leopards, and other
otic species.
Religious tourism is also an essential aspect
f tourism in Rajasthan, with significant
grimage sites like Pushkar, Ajmer Sharif
Jargah, and several Jain temples. Wellness
purism is also an emerging trend, with
iyurveda and yoga centres offering
ejuvenating treatments and therapies.
Rural tourism is a unique and offbeat
xperience that allows tourists to immerse
hemselves in the local way of life, including
arming, handicrafts, and local cuisine.
lajasthan's vibrant festivals and fairs, such
s the Jaipur Literature Festival, the Desert
estival, and the Teej Festival, also offer a
limpse into the state's art, culture, and
ulinary traditions.
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We are working closely with tour operators

to increase the footfall of tourists in Rajasthan.

We have launched several initiatives to
promote tourism in the state, including
roadshows, Travel Marts, online promotions,
tie-ups with travel agents and airlines etc. We
are also working on improving infrastructure,
connectivity, and safety measures to ensure
that tourists have a memorable and hassle-
free experience when they visit Rajasthan.

How is the Government supporting Rajasthan
Tourism aiding it to level up its game on a
global level?

The government is taking several measures
to support tourism in Rajasthan and help the
state level up its game on a global level. Some
of these measures include:

Promotion and marketing: The government
is actively promoting tourism in Rajasthan
through various marketing and promotional
campaigns. We are also participating in
international travel fairs and exhibitions to
showcase the state's tourism potential to a
global audience.

Policy support: The government is providing
policy support to the tourism industry by
simplifying regulations, offering tax incentives,
and streamlining the licensing process for
tourism-related businesses.

Skill development: The government is
investing in the skill development of tourism
industry workers and offering training
programs to improve their skills and provide
better services to tourists.

Safety and security: The government is taking
measures to ensure the safety and security
of tourists by deploying police personnel and
increasing surveillance in tourist areas.

All these initiatives are aimed at improving
the overall tourism infrastructure in Rajasthan,
promoting the state's tourism potential
globally, and enhancing the overall experience
of tourists visiting the state. We are committed
to working towards making Rajasthan one
of the top tourist destinations globally
and providing tourists with unforgettable
experiences that will keep them coming back
for more.

There will be a modest increase in the footfall
of tourists due to Great India Travel Bazaar
2023 driving growth of the hospitality sector.
What is your vision for the economic growth
led by GITB 2023 for Rajasthan Tourism or
Jaipur specifically?

GITB is one of the premier travel and tourism
events that brings together travel agents, tour
operators, and hospitality industry players
from all over the world. The event provides an
opportunity to showcase Rajasthan's tourism
potential and help establish it as a preferred
destination for travellers globally.

In addition to generating tourism revenue,
GITB 2023 is also helpful in creating numerous
employment opportunities and supporting
local businesses. The hospitality industry will
be a significant beneficiary of this event, with

increased demand for hotel rooms, food and
beverage, and other related services.

Jaipur, as the host city for GITB 2023, stands
to benefit significantly from the event. The
influx of tourists will boost the local economy,
providing a boost to businesses in the city.
Furthermore, the increased exposure of Jaipur
to the global tourism market will help establish
the city as a premier tourist destination and
encourage further investment in the tourism
infrastructure. We are optimistic about the
economic growth potential led by the Great
India Travel Bazaar (GITB) 2023 for the tourism
industry in Rajasthan.

Overall, our vision is to make Rajasthan and
Jaipur one of the top tourist destinations
globally, generating significant employment
opportunities and boosting the local
economy. We are committed to working with
stakeholders in the tourism industry to ensure
that the benefits of such initiatives are realized
to the fullest extent possible.

What opportunities will the GITB 2023 lay
forward for its exhibitors/partners this year?
We believe that the Great India Travel
Bazaar (GITB) 2023 will provide numerous
opportunities for exhibitors and partners to
showcase their products and services to a
global audience.

GITB 2023 is expected to attract participants
from over 60 countries, providing an excellent
platform for exhibitors and partners to
network with other players in the tourism
industry, meet potential clients, generate
business leads, and explore new market
opportunities.

Participation in GITB 2023 can also help
exhibitors and partners build their brands and
establish themselves as leaders in the tourism
industry. The event will feature several
sessions on the latest industry trends and best
practices, providing valuable insights that can
help improve products and services.

Overall, GITB 2023 presents a unique
opportunity for exhibitors and partners
to connect with potential clients, generate
business leads, and showcase their products
and services to a global audience. We
encourage all stakeholders in the tourism
industry to participate in the event and take
advantage of the numerous opportunities it
provides.

What are the expected numbers of
participation this year in the GITB with the
exhibitors excited to showease their products?
We are expecting more than 300 participants
to come forward to participate and showcase
their products this year at GITB.

Are there any inaugural sessions/panel
discussions planned? Whom are the key
speakers highlighting some key subject
interests at the GITB 20237

No panel discussions are planned during the
GITB, only B2B meetings would be organised
during the GITB this year.
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al  bassadorsofRajasthantourism”.  land on these airstrips ,?n
n "Under the guidance and =
leadership of Chief Minister {
Ashok Gehlot, we are planning  landing and taking off charges.
to put out 23 old airstripsona  So, it willenhance connectivity,
PPP (public-private partnership ~ Singh told PT1. )
mode) where chartered flights  Asked if these 23 anrs&ips,.
linkage can be provided di- have been identified, he saiél
|- rectly,” Singh said. theyareallex:sungons. (
If Singh also holds the portfolio  ingthose from the colonialeraor
1 of cvil aviation in the state cabi- = those made by former
it net. Citing an example of C
1, Kishangarh airport, he said after e said the arrangementss
- theoperationalisationofflightsto  be such that charteled
ff thisairport,alot of crowd has got
- diverted from the main airport.

So, people going to Ajmer or
those going for 'ziyarat' are go-
ing through Kishangarh airport,
the minister said.

When asked about the status
of this plan, he said it was "in the
pipeline and, soon, it will be
done”. "We plan to give these
airstrips on a PPP mode, so in-
vestment will be from the pri-
vate sector. And, we (state) will
take a certain percentage of the

5
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Shikhar Agarwal addressing the
gathering at JECC on Monday.
N

~ DAY-2 OF THE GREAT INDIAN TRAVEL BAZAAR

power packed Buyer-

Nirmal Tiwari

“Seller pre-scheduled
Jaipur: On the second BZBmeetmgs. Held after
day of the 12th edition of - agap of 3 years, 283 tour
Great Indian Travel Ba- operators from 56 coun-
zaar (GITB), the exhibi- vl tries and State Tourism
tion at the Jaipur Exhi- : representatives

bition and Convention
Center (JECC) in Sita-
pura was inaugurated.
The exhibition opened
with the cutting of the
ribbon by Director Gen-
eral, Tourism, Govern-
ment of India, Manisha
Saxena, Principal Secre-
tary, Rajasthan Tourism
Department  Gayatri

Manisha Saxena cutting
Gayatri Rathore, Jyotsna St

d the sustainable
friendly tourist

283 tour »opemtors Jfrom 56 counmes gather imn J pr

destination in the state.
He said that last year
Ranthambore alone re-
ceived 5 lakh tourists
generating a revenue of
Rs 45 crore. Talking
about leopard safaris, he
said that while Jhalana
is already wéll known,
Amagarh leopard re-
serve has also started
recently and now anoth-
er leopard safari will
start in Maila Bagh —giv-
ing Jaipur as many as 3
leopard safaris. The ses-
sion was moderated by
Rashmi Sharma.
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GITB: A HUB OF BUSINES

n the second
day of the 12th
edition of the
Great Indian
Travel Bazaar
(GITB), the ex-
hibition at the
Jaipur Exhibition and
Convention Center
(JECC) in Sitapura was
inaugurated. The exhi-
bition opened with the
cutting of the ribbon by
Director General, Tour-
ism, Government of In-
dia, Manisha Saxena;
Principal Secretary,
Department of
Tourism, Govern-
ment of Rajasthan,
Gayatri  Rathore;
Past President, FICCI,
Dr Jyotsna Suri and
Chairperson, FICCI
Tourism and Culture
Committee & MD, SITA,
TCL, & Distant Fron-
tiers, Dipak Deva.

The international
mart has been organ-
ised by the Department
of Tourism, Govern-
ment of Rajasthan, the
Ministry of Tourism,
Government of India
and the Federation of
Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FICCI)

During the tourism
bazaar, Celebrity Chef

Ranveer Brar did a live
food demonstration for
the attendees of the
Mart. Focusing on mil-
lets, he showed how the
popular Rajasthani
dish, Gatta can be made
with millets. He also
talked about the impor-
tance of ghee and spic-
s inIndian cuisine. On
the occasion, Brar said
that Indian food is mis-
construed as being very
spicy. However, out of
the 1100 micro cuisines
of Indian food, 400 do
not even use spices.
Later the food was also
available for a tast-
ing by the attend-
ees. Not only this
but earlier in the
morning, over 50 golf-
ers participated in' the
G20 Tourism Expo Golf
at the Rambagh Golf
Course in Jaipur. The
game was teed off by
Secretary of Tourism,
Government of In-
dia, Arvind Singh,
The South Korean
Ambassador, H.E
Chang Jae-Bok as
well as the Sec-
retary Gener-
al of FICCI,
Shailesh
Pathak
also
played in
the game,
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GREAT INDIAN TRAVEL BAZAAR CONCLUDES

Managing Director, RTDC, Vijay Pal Singh (centre) with officials of Department of Tourism and FICCI.

First Indla Buroau

Jaipur: The 12th edi-
tion of the GITB 2023
ended with euphoria

. among the travel trade {
J at Jaipur Exhibition &

Convention Centre
(JECC) at Sitapura an

: ersamseumamelmmmmmmrmmnmamsmmnmmw

- this mega event.

Speaking about the
success of the Mart,
Principal ~ Secretary,
Tourism, Government
of Rajasthan, Gayatri

Rathore said that GITB
has been hugely suc-
cessful in attracting se-
rious buyers and sell-
ers. As many as 11,000

meeting were held over
the course of two days.
The participation of 9
States including the
Host State of Rajasthan

o g

established itself
across the country. It is
aleading event in terms
of FTOs who take part
in the mart in large

pre-scheduled B2B  showsthatthemarthas numbers.
N
icati 26/04/2023
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